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A Message from your 2015/16 Commodore - Jim Maddox
After what seems like days, weeks or even months of gloomy wet weather in the Puget
Sound area, I find myself longing for the coming warm summer boating days that will be
here before we know it. The great Seattle Boat Show is coming to town next week, and
that is always a great turning point to help Marilyn and I begin to transition toward the
boating season. It is also a good chance to see what is new and shiny and to walk through
boats that are so grand they will remain dreams for most of us.
The Tollycraft Boating Club has been busy planning some great Spring and Summer
mini rendezvous' that I know many of you will enjoy attending. Each year I am surprised how many new faces
we see at these events and how much fun it is getting to know some of our newest members and sharing their
happiness at being part of such a fun fraternity of like-minded boaters.
I am looking forward to starting out in early April at the Port of Edmonds mini (April 8-10, 2016) which seems
to become more popular every year. Last year we had close to 20 boats, and I am sure we can squeeze in even
more this year as the Port has reserved the entire guest moorage area for our exclusive use. There is an
excellent chance that we will be blessed with sunshine and calm seas for our event. Soon after that it is time to
start planning for the Bell Harbor mini in May, which has proved to be one of our most popular events outside
of the big one at Roche Harbor. A few years ago the tightly packed Tollycraft Boating Club crowd were
greeted with at least one 90 degree day - can you remember being that warm!
Marilyn and I have a new boat as many of you know, and we are very excited to get it ready for these
upcoming events. For many of us part of the excitement of boating events is arriving at a beautiful Puget
Sound destination to be welcomed by the Tollycraft family and friends we haven't seen for a while. It is also a
time to show off what a winter of hard work can do to make our boats the best that they can be. My fond hope
is that I can complete at least some of the boat projects we have planned or started by the time we get to the
first event. If everything isn't done by then, maybe we will be further along at the next one or...well some of
you probably know how that story goes.
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February 2016

A Message from your 2015/16 Commodore Cont’d

Waiting impatiently to bring the new boat home from Portland and then finally seeing it loaded on a trailer in
December and delivered in Everett was a very exciting time for us. We had started looking for covered
moorage back in September, and I am still on waiting lists all the way from Lake Union to Everett. We finally
found an opportunity to sublease a boathouse in Everett that for now at least is a great outcome for us. You
can't imagine how nice it is to have a clean sheltered place to work on the boat out of the weather with plenty
of space to store tools, parts and gallons of boat wax.
Make a plan right now to attend as many of our events as possible as your presence will be welcomed and you
will find yourself rewarded in many ways. I am convinced that lifetime friends come out of friendly people
getting together to share boating adventures with others. Families and children are always more than welcome,
and we will try to bring our own granddaughter along when we can. Macey has grown up around boats and
many of you have made these events a special time for her as she stores up great boating memories.
Don't forget to drop any of us on the current Bridge a line if you have an idea or suggestion that you think will
make us a better and more entertaining club or grab us at the next event and give us an earful. If you are really
full of good ideas, please consider joining the Bridge where we can help turn your ideas into reality. Think of
this as your public service!
Best regards,
Commodore Jim
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A Message from your 2015/16 Vice Commodore
Pete Simpson
Happy New Year Everyone!
I want to give Mike Paull a very special thank you for all his efforts in
creating our new and very much improved “Tollycraft Boating Club on
Facebook” page. If you have not visited there yet, please do and do so
regularly, as there will be lots of information being posted routinely.
Your Bridge Officers are all hard at work planning and preparing for this
years annual rendezvous at Roche Harbor. We are looking for new and
fun ideas to do at this annual event as well as our mini cruises. So please
let us know should you have any exciting ideas that we might want to
consider. With the likelihood that fuel costs may remain low, we are
anticipating one of the bigger events, attendance wise, that we’ve had
over the past few years.

Please remember that we are “Tollycraft Boating Club” and our current ByLaws allow any boat owner to join
as an “Associate Member”. We cannot expect the health and growth of our Club to continue to prosper without
inviting new and enthusiastic boaters to join our great group. So you might consider inviting your non Tolly,
as well as Tolly owners, to attend some of our weekend mini events.
One final note:
Please register as soon as possible for this year’s Rendezvous. This is very important to us on the Bridge in
helping us with our planning. We are also in need of volunteers to help in several areas. So again, let us know
if you might be available.
See you all soon!
Pete
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A Message from your 2015/16 Rear Commodore - Keith
Christenson
This month I am writing about the project we started recently.....a stern door.
We have been lusting over the doors on a couple fellow club members boats
and conversing over the various challenges of our particular model, a 1973 34
ft sedan.
Among the decisions to be made were:
(1) In or out swinging door
(2) Port, starboard or center door placement
(3) What to do with the current railing configuration
(4) Do we raise the swim step closer to the height of the door bottom ?
The door swing question was decided rather quickly after measuring the inward angle of the outer
transom...20 degrees...wow ! Didn't look that bad. If the door was hinged on the outside as it is on 37 footers it
would swing down and look like it was haging by a thread when in the open position, possibly hitting the
swim step . Also the hinges, since their axis of rotation has to be in line they would be obtrusively long and
stick out 3 inches at the bottom. It was clear we would have to make the door swing into the cockpit. This has
pro's and con's because it lessens the room in the cockpit a bit but keeps boarding access clear when walking
on the swimstep to enter through the door from either a port or starboard tie. Also, as a pro, the inner cockpit
wall is pretty vertical making hinge placement easier. OK, on to the next challenge.
As for placement of the door I deferred final authority of this critical decision to my first mate (literally) who
usually has good or better judgement on ergonomic and astetic issues. She wasn't competely dogmatic on the
placement but said she would prefer a port side opening.
Continued next page
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A Message from your 2015/16 Rear Commodore - Cont’d
So I proceeded to re-tape of a rough opening very close to the port side corner and mock up a hinge
location to have it swing to the port side. I asked her to view the proposed door and she saved me from an
embarrassing oversight. The door would swing 90 degrees to be held open against the side of the boat and
would partially block the opening with its 8" width...How could I have missed that! Let me take a minute to
explain why we could not simply put the hinges on the other side after cutting. On a boat with a thick hull
cross section ,ours is 8 inches at the rub rail, the opening opposite the hinges has to be cut in on an angle to
keep the back edge of the door from binding when opened. This angle can be found by swinging an arc the
width of the door from the rotation point of the hinge to the opening where the latch will be and across the top
railing surface. Draw a line from the inside surface to the outer and find you minimum angle. I recommend
increasing it by about 5 degrees. Ours needed 10 so I played it safe with 15 degrees. This will lessen the
opening so take that into account the consequences of future club meeting snack over-indulgence and Roche
Harbor early morning donut consumption. If you forget this key step your door will look great ...till you try to
open it for the first time and find that it does not !
Continued next page
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A Message from your 2015/16 Rear Commodore - Cont’d
After the tape was in place I brought out my handy tape measure-sized laser level on a tripod and traced a
vertical line for the hinge side and a horizontal one at the base of the door, first making sure the boat was level
(since we are on the hard). There are a couple steps in the hull that needto be accounted for in our line. Found
that the top railing surface is 2 1/2 inches higher in the center of the boat so dropping a square down from there
would be a mistake. Only the cockpit floor was a safe surface in which to measure from. Across the top on the
hinge side I scribed a square line to the rub rail and a 15 degree one on the opposite side of the door. Here
comes the tricky part ..... trying to match the outer hinge side and bottom door opening is a matter of carefully
measuring down from the top rail in the exact same spot,that can be done fairly easily but the way the 15
degree line exists the boat on the outside angled transom surface is a fiberglass horse of a different color. The
hull is 8 inches thick at the top, as I mentioned, but is is only 4 1/8 thick at the cockpit floor. This means the 15
degree line moves closer to it's point of origin and the door gets wider at the bottom that the top looking from
the rear of the boat. I set up my laser level behind the boat as it got dark, since that is the only time you can
actually see anything with these blasted things, and tried my best to line it up with the 15 degree angled line
scribed on the top rail. Hmmm....looks totally wrong but my machinist backround with angles told me I was on
the right track. Now if I can just make the saw do what my mind was thinking. It was too thick and the saw
would deflect too much I feared to cut all the way thru in one cut so I cut out down the inside square cuts first.
The vibrating Harbor Freight saw was doing well but I did go thru a couple blades. After cutting out the whole
door I looked at my opening. The 15 degree cut was off buy an inch at the bottom outside so I would have to
glass back a tapered sliver but, overall, it turned out fine. "Well " I said to myself, "now I am committed...or
maybe I should be for starting this !"
Stay tuned next month for the fitting of marine plywood to the opening before the glasswork begins.

Keith Christenson
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A Message from your 2015/16 Trustee - Mike Paull

No Trustee message this newsletter.
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A Message from your Secretary - Leslie Christenson
Recently I did some wiring in our 34 and installed a Blue Sea 12V
Breaker panel. What a mess! Many wires had been added over the years
directly to the fuses in the bilge, bypassing the battery switch
completely. I added a couple of bus panels to attach the various wires to.
Each bus panel is now powered by a breaker on the panel. Several times
I found myself contorting around a corner in the bilge trying to follow a
wire to it's origin. I found often that a wire that may have started out
black from it's source was spliced and was actually yellow after it
wound it's way from the bilge, through a small opening into the
cupboard in the head, winding it's way up the tube to the flybridge
where it was not yellow anymore but now orange! It made me extremely
glad that I am of small frame and stature.

One of my wiring projects was to put up some LED strip lights in the bilge to make it a little easier to
see what's going on. After getting them fastened to the "ceiling" of the bilge, I got some instruction from Keith
as it was time to wire them to the toggle switch. This is where I once again discovered the communication gap
between men and women. I butted the wires together as instructed to the toggle switch. I connected the positive
to one terminal and the negative to the other terminal. I then ran the negative to ground and the positive to
power. Everything worked great until I flipped the switch and all the lights went out.
As it turns out I was only supposed to run either the positive or the ground through the switch, not both!
Flipping the switch shorted the circuit by crossing the + and -. Lesson learned, only one wire is needs to be
switched to complete the circuit when the toggle is flipped.
I am proud to say that our wiring is a little bit cleaner in the bilge, nicely labeled and neatly strung up with
those cool little plastic adel clamps. I haven't yet started the speghetti wiring mess in the flybridge, a project I
think for another day.
Leslie
Christenson
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Message from your 2015/16 Immediate Past
Commodore Mark Wilson

When I bought our boat my wife had a couple preconditions to satisfy
before she would go anywhere on it. First, the boat needed to have a
working head (it didn't) and second, it needed to have decent window
coverings (tattered and moldy didn't qualify). I looked at a number of
complicated solutions to the issues with the head. Vacu-Flush, noncirculating integral holding tank toilet, composting toilet and
others. None of the choices seemed like a good match for the 26 and
most required more money and effort than I was willing to apply. After
consultation with fellow 26 owner and technical sage Steve Holmes, I
decided to take on the challenge of restoring the original Thetford Model
80 "Electra Magic" recirculating toilet. The Thetford toilet is the
slightly more sophisticated cousin of the Porta-Potty. In 1960s
television terms, it's the equivalent English-accented "Kathy" cousin to
everyday regular gal Patty Duke. The problem with my "Kathy" was
she had been keeping company with a string of sketchy previous owner boyfriends over the years and had
reached middle age in a serious state of decline. Steve convinced me that with a few new parts and an
afternoon of biohazardous elbow grease, I could have her looking good and performing well. The Thetford
Electra Magic toilet, like most of the original Tollycraft equipment, had parallel usage in the recreational
vehicle world. Parts for the Electra Magic were still available. I ordered my parts (top cover and bowl
assembly) from an RV company in Texas. One day's worth of nastiness to disassemble, clean and transfer
over a few parts I wasn't replacing, and she was looking good. I took a number of pictures during this
project, but understandably haven't found a venue to display them. If anyone is contemplating a project like
this, just let me know and I'll share my pictures.
Linda took on the task of finding new window coverings. Again leaning on the RV industry, she found a
service through Camping World that would make custom draperies. The drapes were pleated and lined and
came with stainless steel hooks, same setup as home drapes. Camping World also had curtain track fittings
that fit the original tracks and provided a loop for the drapery hooks.
With a working head and window coverings, I was able to get Linda to join the adventure.
I have received a little feedback on the "fan of the brand" membership concept I floated in the last
newsletter. Almost all positive responses, so far. The idea is to go to a single class of members, without
regard to Tollycraft boat ownership. In the coming months, or possibly at the annual business meeting at the
Rendezvous, we'll be asking for a vote on this change.
Mark
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A Message from your Treasurer - Marjory Earle
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Renewal memberships are rolling in ! Thank you everyone. This year we emailed
renewal “invoices” to everyone, just one snail mail. Attached to the email is a button to
press for using our paypal account and it’s working well. All invoices were sent the
weekend of Jan 22-24, if you did not receive one, check your clutter or junk mail. If you
don’t have anything you can email Treasurer@tollyclub.com and I will send you another
one, or of course you can send a $50 check payable to Tollycraft Boating Club to me, c/o
Froula Alarm Systems, 861 Industry Drive, Tukwila WA 98188. This email process was
super simple to do from Quickbooks, again Thank You Mona for doing all the setup. I’m
looking forward to Spring and boating season !
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Mini-Cruises

December - Poulsbo
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2016 Event Calendar

Continued on next page
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2016 Event Calendar Continued
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New Members since November 2015

Reality

Kenneth and Lois Halverson

Mesa, AZ

57

Perigee

Thomas and Kati Lew

Eastsound

44

Taylor and Barbara Richards

Alpine, UT

36

Mizmaks

Susan Maks

Enumclaw

73

Rendezvous

Steve and Signe McDaniel

Lynnwood

34
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ADVERTISE WITH TOLLYCLUB!
MEMBER SPECIAL $50.00!
Great opportunity to advertise YOUR business within YOUR club! This is a new opportunity for members to advertise
their own business to fellow members. This offer is for our members to advertise in our roster, newsletter and web site.
(This offer is for non-boat related businesses.)
To submit, it’s easy breezy! Please submit your business card size ad to commodore@tollyclub.com and payment of $50.00
to treasurer@tollyclub.com .

Remember when needing work done whether it be on your boat or around your
house check out the Tollyclub Roster!
QUESTIONS?
Donna Gronvold
kirkdonna@comcast.net
206.300.4083
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Patronize our Advertisers!
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Patronize our Advertisers!
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10% off all canvas work from 15 October 2015
to 15 February 2016!
18

February 2016

Visit us on the web

Patronize our Advertisers!

www.tollyclub.com

19

February 2016

Patronize our Advertisers!

Visit us on the

ALT Insurance Group
Mary LaFleur
Marine Specialist
819 Commercial Ave Suite D
Po. Box 1525
Anacortes, WA. 98221
253-222-7519 Cell
360-899-4653 Office
360-899-5217 Fax
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Patronize our Advertisers!
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Patronize our Advertisers!
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Patronize our Advertisers!

Online Details Here!
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May 2013

Tollycraft Boating Club
c/o Froula Alarm Systems, Inc.
861 Industry Drive
Tukwila, WA 98188

New Membership/Renewal Form

2015/16 Tollycraft
Boating Club Officers

(or … signup/renew online at..
www.tollyclub.com)
Name____________________________ Spouse’s Name__________________
Address______________________________________________________________
City_________________________ State_____________ Zip__________________
Phone#______________________________________________________________

Jim Maddox

Commodore

commodore@tollyclub.com
Pete Simpson

Vice Commodore

vicecommodore@tollyclub.com

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________

Keith Christenson Rear Commodore

Vessel Name__________________ Model______________________________

rearcommodore@tollyclub.com

Hull Number (TLY)______________ Length_________ Year_____________

Mike Paull

Would you like to receive information or special offers from our Club
Vendors and sponsors?

firsttrustee@tollyclub.com

Trustee

Leslie Christenson Secretary

It is allowable to use my email address

secretary@tollyclub.com

It is allowable to use my mailing address in printed roster booklet

Marjory Earle

Treasurer

$70 First Year Membership - Includes Roster, Newsletters (online only), treasurer@tollyclub.com
Name Tags & Tollycraft Burgee
Mark Wilson
I/P Commodore
$50 Renewal - Includes Roster and Newsletters (online only)
pastcommodore@tollyclub.com
Send Form with Payment to:
Tollycraft Boating Club
c/o Froula Alarm Systems,Inc.
861 Industry Drive
Tukwila, WA 98188
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