November 2010

Boating Club News
I hope everyone had a great boating summer, spending lots of fun time on the
water. It doesn’t really matter how far “north you went” – just that you got out on
the water for some quality “float time.” I was fortunate to spend several weeks
with various Tolly friends cruising around the San Juan and Gulf Islands. I was
accompanied for much of the trip by my 19-year-old niece from Kansas City.
She had never spent time on a boat, but is now an “official boating addict” and
already making plans for next summer’s boat trip. I love introducing friends and
family to my boating world! My boating fun was dampened significantly when I
sprained my ankle in Victoria. Have any of you used your boat hook as a crutch?
Well, I tell you, it works in a pinch! A few days on crutches, lots of ice packs, and
lots of Makers Mark on the rocks does wonders for healing!
My summer boating season ended in grand style with the Canadian Tollycruiser Rendezvous
“Oktoberfest” at Telegraph Harbor. What a great event! The costumes were just awesome, great
German beers flowed freely, and the Oompah band was fabulous! Don’t miss this event next
year.
I want to extend a huge “Thank You” to all of you who attended our rendezvous last June at
Roche Harbor. We had more than 120 boats, fabulous weather, and lots of Tolly fun. Thanks
again for making Tolly Fiesta such a great rendezvous!
We are always looking for energetic Tolly members to join us on the Bridge. It takes a group effort
to run this club and organize the mini-cruises, as well as the annual rendezvous. We also have
lots of fun! I encourage you to contact any Bridge member if you think you might be interested. It
doesn’t matter how long you’ve been a member – we need your innovative ideas! It’s your club
and we need your help. What a great way to meet new people and contribute to your club.
After much discussion, your Bridge made a decision to align the Bridge term year with the
financial and membership year. The new Bridge will take over on Jan. 1, 2011. Please join me in
welcoming Brett Peck as your 2011 Commodore.
I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at Tolly’s 100th Birthday Celebration!
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Sudden approaching cold weather brings with it the responsibility of ensuring that our
vessels are ready to suffer the cold. With my head buried in the lazarette, I’m loosening
hose clamps, blowing out the hoses with compressed air, and then re-assembling.
Seacocks get closed. Water siphoned out of sea strainers. A wash-down pump gets a
little pink anti-freeze. The generator has a valve labeled “water drain” on the Perkins
diesel, so I open it and an unwelcome stream of sticky sweet engine anti-freeze comes
shooting out. Closing the “water” valve, I mutter something to myself about the British
and our collective inability to agree on the definition of the word “water”. Two cultures separated by a
common language. A bystander passing by might get the wrong idea. Truth is, I like this kind of work.
To me this is part of boating, something absolutely integral and inseparable. A close intimacy with
the machinery is what builds the trust and familiarity that is so critical. I really look forward to the off
season and a chance to really go deep into all the mechanical systems I’ve been looking for the
opportunity to spend time upon.
Today the air is cold and crisp and the ground is covered with snow. The sun beating down on the
sea of white is making everything bright and cheery. I like the material closure that the change of the
season brings to old adventures. Reflecting on the season, I check my
logs and find that I spent over 50 days on the water this season, covering
900 nautical miles. I even made a few new friends with Canadian
customs! I know many of you easily exceed this milestone, but for me it
was an accomplishment. Roche was such a good time! Reid Harbor was a
blast (each of the three times I visited). Tod inlet became a frequent
home. Telegraph with the Tollycruisers was a joy. But I think the best part
is simply finding ways to relive the trip and share it with my friends. This year, I created a piloting log
on my newly created blog site (http://www.mvghost.com). I find the blog format easy to administer,
and I have been more thorough than my written logs which always turned into a dry record of oil
levels, depths, hour meter readings and wind direction. The internet blog is a great place to show trip
pictures and the absolute best feature is that it can so easily be shared. If you want to start your own
piloting log, just go here and read all about it (http://wordpress.com/).
We moved our boat to Anacortes this year after incurring damage caused by the Port of Everett.
Ghost is now about a 90 minute drive away from home. She’s good as new thanks to Pacific
Fiberglass, but I can’t just stop by for a quick look anymore. I’ve been working on remote monitoring
the boat by computer. One electrical upgrade this spring was an inverter charger by Victron. Thanks
to Jeff & Lori at Boat Electric, the only Victron dealers in the area I’ve been able to get support for the
complex unit. I can now sit in my office at home today with freezing roads between me and the boat
and monitor the boats current electricity status from afar. I also set up web cameras that let me take
a peek inside and rest easy that all is well. For future projects I’m looking to add a NMEA 2000
backbone and fully integrating all the electrical and electronics on the boat. Truly, I am in love with
the “off” season! To me, winter projects are as much fun as the cruising season itself!
Looking to future adventures, I’m excited for Tolly’s 100th birthday. How does one honor a man so
distinguished, so deserving of such deep respect and gratitude? I think the greatest gift that we can
possibly give will not come in any material form, but from the deep knowing love and respect that we
demonstrate every time we come together as the close knit boating family that we are. It’s with this
in mind that I invite all the club members to his birthday celebration.
I hope everyone has a fantastic Holiday Season with your families. I look forward to seeing you in
Poulsbo in December and at Tolly’s birthday in January. See you all soon!
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Well, here we are again. I trust all had a great boating season! It seems like
some time since we were in Roche Harbor for the Fiesta Rendezvous. The
memories of the fun and good times are still there, albeit, misty, water colored
memories (for all the Streisand fans out there). Thank goodness for cameras!
Looking back at some of the pictures from Roche and beyond, we had a great
time and really are quite fortunate for the friends and the area we live in. Like
many we used Roche for a jump off point for some cruising into the San Juan’s
and Gulf Islands. Travelling with Ghost and Jolly Mon, we thoroughly enjoyed the time we had.
Coming back and seeing all our Canadian brethren moored in Friday Harbor for Canada Day
furthered the connection we all have with our Tolly’s and the Salish Sea, International Borders not
withstanding (eh’ Brett?) The rest of the summer included shorter trips, but no less rewarding time
on Teaghlach, including an attempt to tear Ron Bass’s dock from its pilings with five Tolly’s and
approx 150,000#’s of the world’s first dock based square wagon wheel!! We are now looking
forward to the Winter Mini in Poulsbo as another opportunity to get out on the water and see our
boating friends, some new, and some we haven’t seen since Roche. If you want to experience the
Yule with a fine Norwegian flare, be sure to check the Tolly Forum and let Lori know that you to
want to go home with a white elephant and a loaf of black bread from Sluy’s. As with all our
gathering, the more the merrier!
Speaking of pictures, it seems now with digital cameras and smart phones, there is no shortage of
people and opportunity to chronicle our Tolly adventures. I’m sure many of you have enjoyed Marc
Talley’s wonderful photos over the years. Whenever there has been a Tolly get together, it seems
Marc was there with his trusty camera. He has been the unofficial-official photographer and taken
some great shots of family, friends and boats. His pictures are what help
keep the memories alive. And for this we thank him wholeheartedly. This
last year Marc has asked that others begin to help with this living legacy of
our boats and fun times. Some have already taken that baton and
periodically post their adventures on the Tolly Forum. If you go to the photo
gallery, there are instructions on the top of the page to posting. There is also a great thread in the
Forums on how to use and access some of the photo file sharing programs that are available.
Lastly, but certainly the most important to all owners, is Mr. Robert Tollefson’s ascension to the
Century Club. Like our fabulous vessels, Tolly was made for the long haul! His birthday in January
is surely set to be the best yet. As many of you know, we take the third week in January every year
to pay homage to the namesake of the BEST boat built. This is our chance to take the party to
Tolly and say thanks for all the fun and memories. With this triple digit run-up, we are anticipating
a packed house, so register early to say you were there when this Northwest legend is toasted by
all for his contribution to maritime history.
And remember, even though the seasons have changed on the calendar, your Tolly’s recognize
the 12 month boating season. Get out and enjoy those fine craft and keep the memories going.

2010 - Tolly Fiesta
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I assume all of you enjoyed our short summer boating season that gave us marginal weather at best and then by mid September quickly turned to fall weather.
We did experience good conditions up at Roche Harbor for the Tolly rendezvous
and Anacortes trip with a bit of rain on the return trip home. We took the weather
handed to us in stride, enjoying every minute of boating this year. Hopefully,
many of you are planning to meet and join us for the Poulsbo Tollyclub event in
December.
My family enjoys the event at Poulsbo to celebrate in the holiday festivities. It is
a nice start to the sometimes hectic December season of relatives visiting,
family gatherings, eating…eating and more eating! The gag gift exchange at
Poulsbo is always fun. This event is enjoyed either by boat or car. Mark your
calendars December 3-5th.
Not to be missed this year is our founding father of boating “Tolly” and his 100 th
year birthday. This will be a great event and what would be better for Tolly than to have a full house
to celebrate in this huge milestone. Please visit the website for all of the details.
The “Fiesta” theme up at Roche Harbor in June was a blast! Good food, music and friendship were
enjoyed. For the last two years out of four attending Roche Harbor, we have brought a younger
cousin up with us to accompany our daughter (both 12 years old) and they are already making
plans to attend the next one. This is such a great event and the kids love it. A big thank you for all
the Tolly members that facilitated helping out.
The Tolly club is great for the “adults” and younger members too, yet we are all kids at heart (that’s
why we enjoy the club). To keep the club going we are always searching for new ideas and events
to keep the membership growing, active and fresh. When you meet another Tollycraft boater ask
them if they are part of the club and to visit the website.
This year we have seen new faces and members which only adds to the fun!
Next years Roche Harbor rendezvous theme “Red Neck Yacht Club” ought to be interesting. If you
Google/Bing a search you will find plenty of fantastic ideas. I have considered contacting Tonya
Harding and/or Danny Bonaduce to make guest appearances for the event yet for some strange
reason I’m sure their agents or parole officers would politely decline :)
As winter is starting to bear its chilly grip upon us don’t forget the boat. If you’re not undercover at
your marina, make sure you support your Bimini bows and canvas for the
heavy snow that is forecasted. Winterize water tanks, keep heat on the boat,
check bilge pumps, close sea water valves and check your lines and fenders.
Enjoy all of your holiday festivities, family and friends.
Cheers
Mike McCormick
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It’s That Time Again

Here it is early November and as I sit down to write my contribution to the
November newsletter, I glance outside to sunny, warm weather. Not a cloud in the
sky and 80 degrees. WOW - why am I not out on my boat?
As beautiful as the day is, I know “it’s that time again”. My feeling is much the
same as I expressed in last year’s November article. Just around the corner are
the dark gray skies, cold, rain, and occasionally freezing temperatures with snow.
Not what a fair weather boater like me looks forward to.
Then something else crossed my mind. The LIST. Each year I create a list of the projects I would
like to be able to complete on the boat. Some are very minor items and others are larger, more
involved, more complex. This last group usually takes more planning, coordination and resources.
For me, regardless of the final list (there never really is a final list), everything starts out with small
pieces of paper on which I have scribbled a brand name, model, specification, measurement or any
other information I considered relevant at some point in time. I dig these out of all the places I have
stashed them and begin to formulate a list. The list is in a continuing state of flux and takes on a life
of its own, subject to additions, modifications, cancellations, and reprioritizations (my wife often
plays a significant role in this category). Of course, there is also the reality having multiple projects
under way at any one time. I try to plan inside work for the nasty weather days and outside projects
when it appears the weather will be friendly. Did you ever notice how this does not work out too well
sometimes?
Creating my list should be happening soon – just as soon as I locate all those pieces of paper.
Somehow, through it all, I will complete the tasks that end up classified as mandatory for our
continuing quest in the Northwest waters, whenever our season starts. Many of the “just nice to
have done tasks” will also be completed but others will have to wait until the following year. I
wonder how I’ll hang on to all THOSE pieces of paper.
I really look forward to and enjoy the boat projects even though they are
occasionally challenging and frustrating. We are fortunate to have quite a
wealth of information available to each of us through the forums on the
Tolly website. I take full advantage of this and I hope you do, too.
I want to thank all of you who helped make this past boating season enjoyable and a great
experience. Hope to see you at the upcoming Tollycraft events. Be careful, travel safe and have a
great holiday season.

2010 - Tolly Fiesta
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Fun in the Sun… or Rain
Believe it or not, some of my family’s most relaxing cruising time has occurred on
rainy days. What? Yes, it’s true. This is partly because we tend to keep so busy
on sunny cruises that we forget to relax. After all, you can’t moor at Swantown in
Olympia, WA, without touring the state capital building, inspecting the historic tug
boats downtown, or visiting the fabulous farmers market…that is unless it is pouring
down rain. So when the rains come (can it really be November already?) why not
just stay in your cockpit, put your feet up, sip some hot coffee and read a good
book (I am re-reading Immanuel Kant’s Metaphysics of Morals…I didn’t understand it the first time).
Of course, reading in the rain is only fun if you’re
not getting wet, but we stay dry thanks to a full
canvas enclosure we had custom-made for the fly
-bridge and cockpit of our 26 Tolly. My family has
enjoyed the new canvas more than I could ever
have imagined. Not only does it give us an
inviting place to relax on a rainy day, but it feels
as if we have tripled the living space on our boat.
Yes, the 26 Tolly may be the biggest 26’ boat on
the water, but it is still only 26’, and when my
teenage son, Austin, brings friends aboard, it can
feel more like 2’6”. The new canvas has allowed
us to convert our cockpit into a spacious new living room, complete with comfy chairs, carpet, drink
cooler and mood lighting; it is our favorite place to be on our boat! It is also a handy place for
Austin to have a sleep-over with his friends…a few foam mats and sleeping bags and pow!- instant
peace and quiet for mom and dad in the forward cabin! And for those of you who are addicted to
driving from the fly-bridge helm (like I am), the full canvas cover will become your best friend on a
rainy day.
One of the 26 Tolly’s best attributes is her fly-bridge helm; it offers maximum visibility (= fewer logs
stuck in the prop), lots of sun, and a feeling that you are on top of the world. In my view, it is a great
attribute made even better by the addition of the canvas cover & side curtains so that the fly-bridge
can be enjoyed come rain or shine. So even though the summer sun is gone and winter rains are
here, we will still enjoy cruising our Tolly and we hope you can enjoy some winter cruising too,
come rain or …rain.

Renew now for 2011
Go to our web site www.tollyclub.com

Other items available to order online:
new magnetic nametags
club burgees
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Poulsbo Yule Fest Cruise

December 3rd—5th

Celebrate the Holiday Season with the club at the Poulsbo Marina for this
festive cruise! Lori Potts is planning a great time, which reports indicate will
include the ever-popular white elephant gift exchange!
Follow the Tollyclub Forum thread on this event for updated information.
To sign up, E-Mail Lori to let her know you are planning to attend.
Moorage reservations can be made directly with the Poulsbo Marina at
360-779-9905.
This is a great "land cruise" if you aren't able to attend by boat! Area Lodging

Tolly’s 100th Birthday

January 22nd

The celebration will be held on January 22nd,
2011 at The Bay Club in Port Ludlow
We will be enjoying a plated lunch with choice of
entrée, Coffee and/or Hot Tea and Birthday
Cake. There will be a no-host cash bar on site.
Registration is required and attendance is limited to 160, so register early!
Registration is offered online through the Tollyclub web site, or by using the
registration form on the next page. The preferred registration method is using
the online form that has been setup. Thank you.
The doors will open at 11:00am and lunch will be served starting at 11:30am.
Any questions, please contact Brett and Rhonda Peck
If you are interested in overnight accommodations, the Inn at Port Ludlow is offering a discount rate of
$99 plus $10 resort fee/tax
• Please note they are holding a limited number rooms for the group - rooms are available for reservation
on a first come, first serve basis
• To secure your room at this group rate, you must indicate that you are with the TOLLYCLUB EVENT
room block when you call
• The group rate is offered until December 11th only. After December 11th - Reservations can still be
made, but it will be based on room availability and at the prevailing guestroom rates (which range from
$109 - $159 plus resort fee/tax depending on the room type chosen and/or available)
• To make your reservation: call The Inn at Port Ludlow Front Desk at 360-437-7000 or 1-800-732-1239
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Registration is offered online through the Tollyclub web site
(the form below is not required when registering online)

Name (First and Last)

_______________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________
City/State/Country/Zip ________________________________________________________
Membership Affiliation (please circle below):
Tollyclub
Tollycruisers
Tollycrafters NorthWest
Other

Entrée Choice

Quantity

Price

Baked Wild Alaskan Salmon
Delicately seasoned baked wild Alaskan Coho Salmon from Cape
Cleare accompanied by house-made New England style clam
chowder & our house-made coleslaw.

$30.00

Shrimp Louie
Bay shrimp atop romaine lettuce and garnished with
hard-boiled egg, lemon, olives and asparagus. Served with
house-made louie dressing served on the side with garlic bread.

$30.00

Chicken Fettuccine Alfredo
Grilled chicken breast tossed with fettuccine & creamy Alfredo
sauce. Served with garlic bread.

$30.00

Vegetarian

$30.00

Total
Mail Completed form along with payment to:
Brett Peck
Tollyclub
12736 89th Pl NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

Total (Qty x Price)
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Here is a list of NEW MEMBERS that have joined since May!

Boat Name

Member Name

Located

Length

Year

BARBARIAN

Finn & Lynne Nielsen

Tsawwassen, BC

36

1987

LONG CHEER

Denny Walters & Vikki Howard

Port Orchard, WA

48

1978

WHIDBEY DRIFTER

Tim & Kathy Tobin

Everett, WA

34

1975

BEULAH

James & Nicole Somerville

Port Orchard, WA

26

1973

LIO KAI

Richard & Susan Torgan

Seattle, WA

44

1988

SPIRIT KEEPER

Dan Empenger & Lisa Boge

Anacortes, WA

30

1979

SWEET PEA

James & Dale McGovern

Taunton, MA

44

1991

DISCOVERY

Dave Annis & Sharron Glenn

Tacoma, WA

38

1965

FOUR CAPTAINS

Tom & Cynthia Captain

Mercer Island, WA

57

1991

SAN JUANDERING II

Don Soderlund & Jean Hiramabu

Bellevue, WA

38

1969

ESCAPADE

Robert & Jayne-Alice Batie

Shorline, WA

32

1967

A STANLEY BOAT

Stanley & Diane Jackson

Ocean Park, WA

26

1979

ALMOST PARADISE

Jeffrey Zinselmeyer

Surrey, BC

26

1976

TBA

Bob Paige & Laurie Sutton

Austin, TX

26

1975

GOLDEN EAGLE

Paul & Peggy Driftmeyer

Bellevue, WA

34

MINT CONDITION

Paul & Debbie Jones

Lynnwood, WA

26

LONE CODER

Steve Rush

Tacoma, WA

44
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CANADIAN TOLLYCRUISERS
71 Tollycrafts and about 180 people filled Telegraph Harbour Marina to the limit in September for the 22 nd
Annual Canadian Tollycruisers Rendezvous. The first boats arrived on
Tuesday and on Wednesday more arrived to partake in what has become
the annual Margarita night. With two Margarita machines running on full
speed and lots of Mexican style appetizers it was a great evening in the
Pavilion.
Most of the fleet had arrived by Thursday afternoon in time for the
Corn Roast and Rib night. 14 dozen cobs of corn were shucked in the
annual shucking contest and cooked up by Jan & Larry Schnetzky and
Tom Walsh.
On Friday, while the ladies were served a catered lunch in the Pavilion, Earl Fry cooked
up 12 dozen hot dogs on the BBQ for the skippers. At 1700 there was a big pot luck
appetizer party which every one enjoyed.
For the first time in years we were threatened with rain so the Marina owners
suggested that a tent be brought in just in case. Good thing too. Not only did it
protect from the rain on Saturday but it became a focal point for a crib tournament,
the Beer Garden, BBQ and Sunday Breakfast. Due to the on and off weather, there
was no enthusiasm for sporting events this year but there was lots of boat looking,
boat talking etc.
Keeping to the Oktoberfest theme, a Beer Garden lunch was served on Saturday. It included Bratwurst,
sauerkraut, German Potato Salad and, of course, German Beer. Almost before that was digested, the annual
BBQ was underway using 3 Propane grills, two new ones supplied by the marina.
For the dinner Saturday evening everyone cooked their own choice of meat and the marina supplied a buffet
of salads, rolls, and desserts. And the rain held off.
Early on Sunday morning, we were treated to the GREAT GREAT AMERICAN BREAKFAST, organized by Norm Culbert w ho put together a great team of chefs serving up
Marge Fulton’s Beer Batter Pancakes, 15 dozen scrambled eggs and mimosas for all. Team
USA even decorated the tent with Red, white & blue, bunting and the Stars and Stripes.
Thanks to TEAM USA and thanks to all of our American Friends who made the trip to
Telegraph again this year.
Then it was time to depart, but not before certain parties enjoyed a famous Telegraph Harbour Banana
Split. Since some of the folks just did not want the party to end, at least a dozen Tollys reconvened in
Maple Bay on Sunday night and again in Genoa Bay and Cowichan Bay later.
It was another successful rendezvous and already many are
looking forward to next year.
http://www.tollycruisers.com/
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Established in 1998, our aim was to continue to service the
Tollycraft owners as well as produce our own models to blend
in with the former traditions of Tollycraft. We have the
26,34,40,48 and have altered the molds to fit todays market.
We hope you will enjoy seeing our new vessels, and also the
modifications we have done to some of the existing Tollycrafts
around the Puget Sound. Here are a few highlights of our
company. We look forward to providing our services to you
someday. Give us a call 360-756-0405
Happy Boating, Jeff Harman

Extensions

Hardtops

Repowers

Custom Glasswork

Repowers, Arches, Hardtops, Swim platforms
Please visit our web site at www.oceanaireyachts.com

Visit us on the web
www.tollyclub.com

Interested in advertising in this newsletter
please email:
newsletter@tollyclub.com
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Tollycraft Boating Club
c/o Bruce Wittmann, Treasurer
21609 23rd St CT E
Lake Tapps, WA 98391

New Membership/Renewal Form
(or … renew online .. www.tollyclub.com)
Date__________________________
Name_________________________ Spouse’s Name________________
Address_________________________________________________________
City_________________________ State_____________ Zip____________

2010 Tollycraft
Boating Club Officers
Cara Clark

Commodore

commodore@tollyclub.com

Brett Peck

Vice Commodore

vicecommodore@tollyclub.com

Phone#_________________________________________________________

Bob Erwin

E-Mail Address_________________________________________________

rearcommodore@tollyclub.com

Moorage Location______________________________________________

Mike McCormick

Yacht Club Affiliation__________________________________________

firsttrustee@tollyclub.com

Vessel Name__________________ Model_________________________

Larry Coffey

Hull Number (TYL)____________ Length______ Year____________
$70 First Year Membership - Includes Roster, Newsletters, Name Tags &
Tollycraft Burgee
$50 Renewal - Includes Roster and Newsletters
Send Form with Payment to:

Tollycraft Boating Club
c/o Bruce Wittmann, Treasurer
21609 23rd St CT E
Lake Tapps, WA 98391

Rear Commodore
Trustee
Secretary

secretary@tollyclub.com

Bruce Wittmann

Treasurer

treasurer@tollyclub.com

Steve Monrad

I/P Commodore

pastcommodore@tollyclub.com

Rhonda Peck
newsletter@tollyclub.com

Newsletter

