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A Message from your 2015/16 Commodore - Jim Maddox
Dear Fellow Boaters:
After an incredible summer when we were blessed with unusual warmth and
sunshine, Fall is also shaping up to offer more boating possibilities for those
in the Tollycraft family. It is my privilege to address you as your recently
minted Commodore, although I will need a lot of help in maintaining our
Club to the standard set by those who have gone before me.
Please consider joining us in one of our upcoming mini rendezvous including Port Orchard the
weekend of October 16-18 or later at the Poulsbo Christmas mini on December 4-6. There is
plenty of room for more boats and we can promise you a boatload of fun and camaraderie.
After a few years enjoying and restoring our 1975 Tollycraft 26 "Macie Lyn," Marilyn and have
recently embarked on a new boating adventure. We sold our 26 and purchased a 1985
Tollycraft 37 Sedan that we located down in Portland. Our intention is to bring the 37 North
fairly soon and rename her "Tranquility" in honor of the name we had several years ago on a
Tollycraft 34 Sports Sedan. Like all Tollycraft boats, this one has great "bones" and only needs
some love and attention to stand proud with the other great boats in the Club.
Even though I rejoined the full-time work force in June, Marilyn and I had some wonderful
times on our boat and have fond memories of our time with you in Bell Harbor, Edmonds, Roche
Harbor, Bremerton and last year's Poulsbo Yule Fest. I would like to extend my personal
thanks to all who volunteered to make each of these events special including particularly Mark
Wilson and the Tollycraft Boating Club Bridge. Sometimes late at night I can still hear the
strains of jungle beat music, or is the haunting melodies from Steve Monrad's fine guitar?
As always, please feel free to communicate your ideas and suggestions to the Bridge, as each
one of us is dedicated to bringing you the best possible boating experience in the New Year. The
Tollycraft Boating Club is great because our members so freely contribute their energy, ideas
and creativity. Your stewardship of each of these fine boats is something we can all be proud of.
Best
regards,
Jim Maddox
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A Message from your 2015/16 Vice Commodore
Pete Simpson
One of the great things about being in the Tollycraft Boating
Club is meeting so many interesting people. This could not have
been closer to the truth than when I had the great pleasure of
meeting Brian and Erin Perkins in their 1975 34’ TriCabin Tolly,
Paradize, at the Bell Harbor mini this past May. (By the way,
they just celebrated their first wedding anniversary!)

So why am I writing about these two new club members? Well,
turns out that Brian is the driver of the U-21 Unlimited
Hydroplane team of Go Fast Turn Left Racing, out of Maple
Valley, WA., owned and operated by Greg O’Farrell and his son,
Brian O’Farrell. Check out their website. This is truly a family
sport as Brian Perkin’s Dad is the spotter, calling the races as well as working on the boat. Brian’s
Mom, Laurie Perkins and Erin’s Mom, Dee Stafford, are also key members of the team, helping to
organize and prepare meals, refreshments and team needs. Erin’s Dad, Rick Stafford, uses his many
years in the auto repair industry to provide a wide variety of mechanical tasks for the team. And of
course, Erin is Brian’s best supporter, cheering her husband on and being his official greeter, with
GatorAid, a cool dry hat, that beautiful smile and a big kiss as he exits his Hydro after each practice
or race.
One of the best parts of all of this is that I was given the opportunity to be with the Team for
SeaFair, Detroit and the final race in San Diego, as a very basic volunteer crew member. I called
myself “Housekeeping” as well as “Go-fer” this and that. The team displayed a Tollycraft decal for
the SeaFair races on the inside of the rear wing. Hopefully I will again be able to contribute to the
Team next year.
Brian truly has a great future ahead of him in this highly competitive sport. Check out “The Hydro
Insider” on Facebook as there rare GoPro videos of Brian from inside his seat during a race. You
will feel as though you are actually driving! Brian also has a Facebook page that will keep you
posted as to his schedule and race results.
The 2016 Boating season is coming up and Donna and I look forward to a great year with all of our
Tolly (and Hydro) Boating friends! See you in Poulsbo for the Dec. Mini!
Pete
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A Message from your 2015/16 Rear Commodore - Keith
Christenson
Even though I reluctantly went fishing a fair amount in my
earlier years with my dad who fished the Puget Sound every chance
he got I didn’t inherit his skill at catching fish. He would be quite
surprised to see me enjoying being out on the water now.
Our love of boating began by coming upon an old ’64 Starcraft
16t runabout while picking up some furniture donated to LOVE,
INC. I commented on the boat , which was in decent shape and had
a fairly new trailer and he said he only used it for picking up crab pots and was thinking of
selling it or just giving it away. Trying to look worthy of charity I mentioned I would take it or
buy it depending on the selling price. He decided to let us have it and we towed it home. I
started the old 40horse evinrude…just for a second..or two….and learned lesson 1 about
outboards and water pump impellers, DON’T RUN THEM DRY AT ALL ! So I replaced it with a
few broken seized bolts along the way. Also replacing the steering cable and we were towing
kids (very slowly) around Baker Lake. The lack of power for 4 people and 3 dogs in a boat that
size drove me to sell it (for a profit I might add) in search of a larger , more powerful vessel. We
found an 18ft Invader bow rider with a 4.3 Merc I.O. that seemed to fit the bill. Headed out
again to Baker Lake for our maiden voyage on our anniversary we had sunny weather with both
kids and all 3 dogs loaded up to have some fun. We took off for the middle of the lake as the
temp climbed ..160..170..180..190…a good temperature…for a car, not for a boat I learned. So
after the smoke cleared we sat out in the lake for an hour looking for another boat, of which
there seemed to be none. Baker Lake is fairly remote and Thursday is not the most common day
for boating there, even in July. A guy in a little 12ft open boat finally motored by, also with
passengers and dogs aboard, and we bribed him to tow us back to the ramp. So the rest of the
summer was spent on head gaskets and my 1st attempt at an impeller in a Mercruiser outdrive.
Lesson 2 : 160-170 is the running temp for an I.O. !
A couple years later we felt the call of the San Juans, crab and enough room to be out overnight.
A friend had seen a decent 24 Royal Express Tolly for a song with an outdrive issue and I
bought it…then told Leslie a week
later….we all know how that goes…
Keith
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A Message from your 2015/16 Trustee - Mike Paull
It was almost a year ago, to the day, when I went “all in” on a
decades-long desire to purchase a powerboat. Though I owned a
couple of blow boats in years past, and crewed as foredeck monkey in
PHRF races out of Everett and Shilshole, a well-designed inland
cruiser was in my sights, and I zeroed in on a well-kept Tolly 48
Motor Yacht, which I christened “Event Horizon”*.
In all respects, the 48 was the perfect boat for getting reacquainted
with the waters of the Salish Sea. As seems to be the norm in
yachting sales, I never had the opportunity to meet and learn from
the previous owner(s), so the first thing I did to learn about my Tolly
was register in the Club’s Forum, where I scanned the subject line of EVERY SINGLE POST,
and read those that seemed relevant. Thanks to all of you for the wealth of information and
pointers to resources, your Forum contributions are a terrific wiki on All Things Tolly!
Fast forward to the 2015 Rendezvous. At the general meeting, where I went to scratch my head,
and your eagle-eyed Vice Commodore, Pete Simpson, saw a hand in the air and promptly
“elected” me as your First Trustee. Apparently, there’s a fine line between volunteering and
being volunteered, nonetheless, we are all members of a great Cult, and I’m happy to serve!
My wife, Admiral Aillene and I, are delighted to have joined the Club. We’ve met new friends,
and have enjoyed every event that we’ve attended. We are also members of one of Seattle’s
larger (mooring and drinking) yacht clubs, but you, the participating members of the Tolly Club
are our boating family.
A special thanks to those of you who showed for the Port Orchard Mini-Cruise, where Admiral
Aillene marshalled the skills and enthusiasm of many of you in putting together her Banana
Leaf Lunch, a hands-only, no utensils culinary tour of the cuisine of her native country, The
Philippines. We hope to do another kitchen-on-the-docks with a different theme next year!
I look forward to serving as First Trustee, and hope to meet some new Captains and Friends in
Poulsbo!
Mike
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Message from your 2015/16 Immediate Past
Commodore Mark Wilson
After eight years I can say in retrospect it was a good decision for
me to take a chance on a project boat. These days I spend a lot less
time at dock on repair projects. There still is plenty left to do, but
most of my boat time is now spent out on the water.
I don't think the boat will ever be pristine, but it's aesthetically
adequate and slowly improving. Gelcoat repairs cure nicely in 70
degree weather. One of the things I like to do while out on the
water is to take on restoration of the deep scratches, gouges and
past owner leftover holes. My boat has a lifetime supply of these
mini-projects.

I've collected a few gelcoat repair ingredients in a small bucket that
I keep hidden away in a less convenient location in the head. The
less convenient location allows me to ignore the repairs unless I'm really feeling it. My kit has a
small vial of color-matched gelcoat paste, some fiber-strand reinforced resin for filling holes, a tube of
catalyst, mixing sticks, small plastic spreaders a small roller, and a rolled up sheet of mylar plastic.
And not to forget - disposable gloves. Color-matched gelcoat is never a perfect match, but looks a lot
better than an open hole or a gouge. If you're one of those who find themselves yearning for a
tangible accomplishment to fill that long time between lunch and Happy Hour, I highly recommend
trying your hand at gelcoat repair. If your boat is like mine, you can only make it better.
Thanks again to everyone who helped with the "Tolly Safari" Rendezvous and thanks to all who
attended.
In July I moved up to my new role as Immediate Past Commodore. Next July my time on the Bridge
will be over. I think everyone who has served on the Bridge has wanted to leave an improved club.
I’m no exception.
This year I’m suggesting two steps toward making the club more inclusive:


Dropping the "Associate Membership" classification and removing Tollycraft boat ownership as a
condition for full membership.



Conveying full membership, Bridge participation, and club voting to "fans of the Tollycraft brand,”
boat owners and non-boat owners alike.

These steps may seem like big change to some, but other boating clubs using the "fan of the brand"
concept have been able to build and retain a strong membership base of "wannabee" and "have been"
members in addition to club brand boat owners. Successful examples of this are the Defevercruisers
(700 members) and the Krogencruisers (400 members). In our
club we've seen long-standing members and friends that have
either sold their boats or moved on to other boat brands and
discontinued their Tollyclub membership, taking with them their
valued friendship, event participation, and Tollycraft knowledge.
I’m suggesting we try to hang on to those existing members while
at the same time easing the ownership path for new members.
If you like this idea a lot, or if you hate it, please let me know.
Mark pastcommodore@tollyclub.com
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A Message from your Secretary - Leslie Christenson
My name is Leslie Christenson and I was born
and raised here in the beautiful Washington
state. I grew up loving the water and being in the
sun. As an adult, I live for summer and spending
time with our two teen age kids, and being out on
our boat in the San Juans. There is so much we
haven’t seen!

I enjoy working on our 1973 ‘34 Convertible
Sedan with Keith. We have rebuilt the port side
engine, we cleaned and painted the bilge,
replaced the plumbing (with Mike McCormick’s help), fixed some wiring, placed
some led lighting in the bilge, made new struts, painted the bathroom and some of
the interior of the cupboards, and the list goes on. We still have plenty to do but
we are getting very close to getting it back in the water. One thing I have learned
this summer is that I never, ever, ever, want to strip the bottom of our boat again!!
What I love about Tolly’s is the history behind them and how well built they
are, but the best part about Tolly’s are the people that own them. I am looking
forward to exploring the islands with our new found friends in the Tolly Club.
Leslie
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A Message from your Treasurer - Marjory Earle
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With a masters degree in Accounting, a past CPA, and a small business owner, it is
always inevitable that I take on the Treasurer position. Mona Stauffer, our past
Treasurer, turned over the books and registration data this summer to me in perfect
working condition, making the transition super simple, THANK YOU MONA !!!!
I am excited to be a part of the Tollycraft Boating Club bridge and to actively
participate in its leadership. In my business, I am addicted to getting new
customers and same goes for the club. Since the Roche Harbor Rendezvous, we have
gained either a brand new member or a re-activated past member on average every
other week. Each member is enthusiastic about the club membership and of course, their Tolly. In 2015
we have 41 new members, and 4 new members for 2016 already and our club is 189 members strong.
Donna Copley provides the new members with their rosters, nametags and the all important Burgee. I
remember anxiously awaiting for our Burgee when we joined. For anyone who doesn’t already know the
fine print about the Burgee, there is a “T” in the middle that needs to be right side up. We proudly flew
our new burgee to our first mini-cruise to Kingston. One of the members, quietly took us aside and
explained about the “T;” ours was upside down. DOH!
I started my boating experience in High School. I learned to sail and waterski on Lake
Maxinkuckee in Culver, Indiana. This is a small town and a small lake, but what do you know, fellow
bridge member, Pete Simpson, also spent time on that lake. Pete and I graduated from the same high
school, just a few years apart. My husband, Kelly, and I have owned a 19’ Monterey ski boat for many
years; he and the kids enjoy wakeboarding – the water is never smooth enough for waterskiing. We
purchased our 26’ Tolly, Fire Fly, three years ago and have had a blast cruising with her. We have had
many adventures – weather, mechanical, rescues. These adventures make great stories and make life
fun and inviting. I also love hearing harrowing Tolly stories from others and how well their boat
handled. I’ve repeatedly been told our boat can handle more than we can. This is something I
appreciate about being involved in the club, sharing stories and learning more about our boat and
boating in general.
Another thing I value about being a member in the club is the multiple mini-cruises. They provide not
only the comradery I suggested above, but
also an extra impetus to get Fire Fly out
of her slip and go somewhere! After three
years we still use our boat. However,
sometimes we make a plan to go
somewhere for the weekend, but the
weather is a bit iffy, we’re a bit tired,
have a bit too much to do. These bits may
prevent a weekend getaway but do not
interfere with a scheduled mini cruise
that we have planned to attend. We
experienced our first weather and waves
going to Kingston and the April minicruise gets us out and about prior to the
so-called boating season.
Marjory
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2015 Rendezvous

June - Roche Harbor
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2015 Rendezvous
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Mini-Cruises

July - Bremerton
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Mini-Cruises
September - La Conner
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Mini-Cruises
October - Port Orchard
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Poulsbo Yule Fest Christmas Gathering
December 4-6, 2015
If you have not yet been to Poulsbo for Yule Fest, please consider joining us this year and
getting into the Christmas Spirit! As an extra bonus the Port of Poulsbo is offering our Club
members a 2 for 1 moorage rate if your boat is completely decorated for Christmas! Poulsbo
goes all out with decorations, tree lighting, Lucia bride festivities and a huge bonfire. For many
years we have been gathering the first weekend of December in Poulsbo. The first couple of
years everyone came by boat, but as the weather changed, sometimes rain, sometimes snow,
those who didn't boat over have opted to drive over. If you do a Poulsbo internet search you will
find there are many options for motels and hotels. As usual we have reserved the small party
room located on the dock for our annual Friday night White Elephant gift exchange and
potluck. The Friday night potluck will start around 6 pm, followed by the gift exchange. The
general rules for our gift exchange include: each person brings a gift - if you can't find
something in the garage, do not spend more than $10 on a gift. Gag gifts and re-gifting from
previous years is not only allowed but encouraged. Right now it appears that we will be able to
have Saturday night 6:30 pm dinner at Tizley's Europub which has become a Club tradition! We
look forward to seeing our Tollyclub friends as well as some new faces so please RSVP if you are
interested. Everyone is responsible for his or her own reservations whether it is on the marina
or at the inn. The phone number for the Poulsbo Marina is 360-779-3505. Try to speak with
Jannese, the Guest Services Coordinator at Ext. 1.
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New Members since May 2015

SYNCHRONICITY

Vincent & Lacey Ethier

Redmond

34

PERFECT DAY

Kevin & Diana Wallin

Oakley

34

OLD NO 7

Daniel & Melanie Frum

Bainbridge Island

26

GILLIGAN II

Daun Brown

Everett

36

HUNTER'S REVENGE Ray Henderson & Amelia Drake

Bremerton

26

BY GEORGE

Scott & Rebecca Stuart

Seattle

43

Mardoll

Robert & Susan Cameron

Seattle

44

Our Heaven

Duane & Shelly Oswald

Monroe

34

Cowboy

Gordon Thomson & Colleen
French

Edmonds

34

Sunliner

Bob Ranzenbach

Bellevue

40

DUCI

Greg & Mary Hanken

Portland

44

Strike III

Wanda Fussell & Rico Adams

Seattle

48

Steve & Mary Downs

Shelton

26

Brian & Mary Beth Edmondson

Kent

26

Butch & Geri Cleve

Mount Vernon

26

Douglas & Teresa Simmons

Bellevue

57

Gloria Mae

Four SeaSons
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Canadian Tollycruisers

2015 Rendezvous Wrap Up
2015 Canadian Tollycruisers Rendezvous

Before giving a rundown on the events of the 27th Annual Tollycraft Rendezvous, I would like to
acknowledge and send our gratitude to Terry Murphy and his wife Susan. Terry and Susan
organized all of our club rendezvous from 1993 until 2014, when he sold his Tolly. They are now
enjoying other methods of travel, and going much farther afield. We wish them safe travels and fair
seas!
The annual Tollycruisers Rendezvous was held September 16th to 20th at Telegraph Harbour Marina
on Thetis Island. For the first time in a long time, we were greeted with rain and wind – definitely
more of a Fall cruise feel, befitting the Tolly’ween theme! Tents were up this year, providing a great
place for people to gather regardless of the rain.
Although attendance was down slightly this year (36 boats, including one ‘honorary Tolly’, with 78
people), it proved to be a fantastic opportunity for club members, new and old, to really get to know
one another. We enjoyed several pot-luck events, a costume party attended by everyone from
Angel’s to Zombie’s, the annual Pet Parade, a (rather abbreviated due to weather) pitch’n’putt golf
tournament, a bocce tournament, a poker run, a horseshoe tournament, and a boat hop! It was a
jam-packed few days, with something for everyone.
The rendezvous commemorative item this year was a spiral-bound coffee table book of Tolly’s
‘Dream-Boat’ designs, organized by Jeff Adams.
Special thanks to the whole organizing committee – Mark & Peggy McMaster, Phil and Maria
Posehn, Bill Hennis, Jay & Vernessa Hartland, Jeff & Leanne Adams and Derek & Davida Smith,
and to ALL the members who jumped in and really made this a group event!
With the wind that came up on Sunday, about a dozen boats decided to stay an extra night,
resulting in a wonderful impromptu appetizer party on Tolly Time 3 . I am sure it was substantially
lower in the water with 25 people and a whole lot of food onboard! Many thanks to John and Jane
Semasko for welcoming all aboard!
Theme for next year: Tolly Hero – design and dress up as your own Super Hero!
Date: September 15 – 18, 2016

For more information see www.tollycruisers.com
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ADVERTISE WITH TOLLYCLUB!
MEMBER SPECIAL $50.00!
Great opportunity to advertise YOUR business within YOUR club! This is a new opportunity for members to advertise
their own business to fellow members. This offer is for our members to advertise in our roster, newsletter and web site.
(This offer is for non-boat related businesses.)
To submit, it’s easy breezy! Please submit your business card size ad to commodore@tollyclub.com and payment of $50.00
to treasurer@tollyclub.com .

Remember when needing work done whether it be on your boat or around your
house check out the Tollyclub Roster!
QUESTIONS?
Donna Gronvold
kirkdonna@comcast.net
206.300.4083
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Patronize our Advertisers!
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Patronize our Advertisers!
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10% off all canvas work from 15 October 2015
to 15 February 2016!
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Visit us on the web

Patronize our Advertisers!

www.tollyclub.com
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Patronize our Advertisers!

Visit us on the

ALT Insurance Group
Mary LaFleur
Marine Specialist
819 Commercial Ave Suite D
Po. Box 1525
Anacortes, WA. 98221
253-222-7519 Cell
360-899-4653 Office
360-899-5217 Fax
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Patronize our Advertisers!
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Patronize our Advertisers!
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Patronize our Advertisers!

Online Details Here!
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May 2013

Tollycraft Boating Club
c/o Froula Alarm Systems, Inc.
861 Industry Drive
Tukwila, WA 98188

New Membership/Renewal Form

2014/15 Tollycraft
Boating Club Officers

(or … signup/renew online at..
www.tollyclub.com)
Name____________________________ Spouse’s Name__________________
Address______________________________________________________________
City_________________________ State_____________ Zip__________________
Phone#______________________________________________________________

Jim Maddox

Commodore

commodore@tollyclub.com
Pete Simpson

Vice Commodore

vicecommodore@tollyclub.com

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________

Keith Christenson Rear Commodore

Vessel Name__________________ Model______________________________

rearcommodore@tollyclub.com

Hull Number (TLY)______________ Length_________ Year_____________

Mike Paull

Would you like to receive information or special offers from our Club
Vendors and sponsors?

firsttrustee@tollyclub.com

Trustee

Leslie Christenson Secretary

It is allowable to use my email address

secretary@tollyclub.com

It is allowable to use my mailing address in printed roster booklet

Marjory Earle

Treasurer

$70 First Year Membership - Includes Roster, Newsletters (online only), treasurer@tollyclub.com
Name Tags & Tollycraft Burgee
Mark Wilson
I/P Commodore
$50 Renewal - Includes Roster and Newsletters (online only)
pastcommodore@tollyclub.com
Send Form with Payment to:
Tollycraft Boating Club
c/o Froula Alarm Systems,Inc.
861 Industry Drive
Tukwila, WA 98188
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