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February, 2012

A Message from your Commodore - Bob Erwin
One of the great things about Spring is we tend to increase our optimism about almost everything.
It’s staying light longer and the temps start to warm a little more. We start to push on those “Winter”
projects we just couldn’t find the time to complete. As we drive down to the boat there is an almost
palpable feeling of excitement. We just know it’s going to be a great boating year!
This was also the feeling I had when I went to the boat show. Talking with many of our Vendors, they
all seemed to be coming out of the winter months in pretty good shape. Many had decent work to
hold them over in the slow times, and all felt things were looking up to what would be a good season
for them. This was very encouraging, as too often, it seems, we only get the doom and gloom of economic news. It made me
optimistic that this would also be good year for boating in general.
Over the last couple of years we have all dealt with our own downturns and austerity measures to keep things together. Now,
and this may just be the optimist in me, but it feels like things are coming back to an even keel. From a boaters perspective
things have been looking pretty good. Fuel prices are down, moorage seems to be more available, marinas are happy for the
business, boating related businesses are offering deals, and, if you are looking to buy or upgrade to your next Tolly, prices are
quite reasonable (unless of course you are selling, then, not so much). I know several members who have recently been cured of
their bigger Tollyitis. It’s is amazing what an extra 7 or 11 feet will do for the soul!
I’m also optimistic about the future of the Club. We have four new members on the Bridge this year, and after having had a
couple of meetings this Winter, I must say things are looking good. If you haven’t had a chance to meet your Bridge members,
prior to their lofty ascensions, I highly recommend doing so. As this is your Club we are always looking for your input and ideas.
That being said, there is one thing in particular that has come up we are looking for your thoughts on. After Tolly’s passing we
were advised by his estate that he had left monies for the three Clubs: Seattle, Canada, and Portland. In his ever generous spirit,
Tolly wanted to ensure that those who enjoy his boats would continue his legacy and support boating and the community in the
same fashion he did for so many years. The Tollycraft Boating Club, or Seattle Club, was gifted $15,000 to steward this
inspiration. We have had several suggestions of late, but would love to hear from the vox populi. As this was a special gift from a
special man, we hope to utilize it in ways that Mr. Tollefson would be proud to be associated with. We look forward to your
suggestions and will keep you posted.
Now, hopefully all this talk of optimism and good times has had an effect on you. Get those projects done! Untie those dock
lines! Get that boat out and remember how good it feels! If you need help with some of your projects, go see our vendors. If you
need new scenery, go to some of our wonderful marinas or State Parks. If you
need a good old fashioned Tolly fix come to the next Mini in Tacoma this March, or
Kingston in April, Bell Harbor in May, and of course Roche in June (undoubtedly,
you will have been out on the water long before June). And before you head to the
Canadian Tollycruisers Rendezvous, you can share your summer stories at our mini
in Anacortes this September. Finally, you can round out a whole year of Tolly
cruising by coming to the increasingly popular Poulsbo mini in December. And
remember to share that optimism next time you’re on the dock heading to your
Tolly. Boating is, and always should be, fun!
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I hope you have enjoyed your fall and winter holidays and are busy preparing for this upcoming year’s boating
season. The start of this New Year for our family has been nothing short of busy and I will elaborate on that
issue later in this newsletter. The Tollycraft bridge members are busy planning out the coming years events
and we look forward to new faces and our regulars attending the events.
In years past I have joined clubs for many different hobbies I have enjoyed. Mountain biking, Snow skiing, water
skiing and so on. Being a member of the clubs had benefits such as staying in shape, making friends and visiting
new locations. Joining the Tollyclub has been a great source of entertainment and fun for our family. I would
assume that includes many of our members that continue to plan their schedules around the events we plan.
We are continuing to look at new places to venture to and plan new events over the year. If anyone has an idea, please don’t hesitate to
contact one of the bridge members.
Over the years I have bought and sold many boats. My wife Sue has almost……I said almost, grown immune to my boat buying. She
usually finds out after I bring my new found treasure home. When I bought our 26’ Tollycraft back in 2006, I did the proper thing by
scheduling a survey and performing a sea trial with the seller. The improper thing I failed to do was to notify my wife that I purchased
another boat. I thought of doing the right thing and telling her of my new purchase……yet I thought it would be better to show her the new
boat and suffer the consequences afterwards.
I planned a nice dinner out for the family and planned to walk the waterfront near the restaurant to show her the new boat. My plan was to
have copious amounts of wine for dinner for her to consume (to lessen the blow)and then drop the bomb by walking the docks and saying
“Let’s check this boat out” and then open the cabin door to “our” new boat. All was going fine when we encountered the previous owner
who was walking up the docks with a cart full of his belongings. “Hi Mike, Are you here to check out your new toy” he explained. Sue
looked at me and just rolled her eyes and said, You bought another boat didn’t you? By the way….…I’m still married
Fast forward to December 2011.
In one of my prior Tollycraft bridge newsletters, I concluded in the final paragraph, inquiring that if someone was selling a nice 37’ Tollycraft
that I was in the market. For the last few years I have been searching for a 37’ on line and viewing all of the boating publications and never
had found what I was looking for. A week before the December rendezvous held at Poulsbo this year, I received an e-mail from a club
member stating that they would be selling their 37’ Tollycraft. This club member expressed that he was so moved by my prior newsletter
article writing about the economy being in the toilet and marketing and eventually selling a boat in today’s present market conditions were
not the greatest yet buying a boat in the same market was a smart decision…… so following my many years of experience on Wall Street,
he took my advice and bought a larger Tollycraft.
He further enticed me by saying that the future Commodore would look great in a 37’Tolly. He remembered that I had been talking about
buying a 37’ for a long time yet not making any moves and said something about saving face and buying a boat. After a bit of e-mailing and
conversing, I scheduled a survey of the boat. It ended up a very nice boat, upgraded and nicely maintained and just what I was looking for.
(I knew that only because I had been coveting the boat for awhile) So…… I made an offer, and a deposit then was placed to confirm the
purchase. Oh, how do I tell my wife?! Ummmm honey……I bought another boat…..? Merry Christmas!…….Happy birthday!…… I love you!
………. Yes our 26’ Tolly will sell…… being a two boat owner for a short time is a bit uncomfortable, all of these thoughts ran through my
mind.
Meanwhile during the last few weeks of December, I found myself dropping little hints to my wife about my “desire to purchase” and about
selling the 26’ Tolly. Being very inquisitive my wife knew I was up to no good (shall I dare say…..years of conditioning?) and point blank
came out and asked me. “You bought another boat didn’t you”. “Yep” I said waiting for the blow to hit as I started to tell her of the many
virtues of the vessel, and after a short time period she smiled and said, You’re crazy, yet I love you! Moral of the story is…….hope all is well
when I decide to move up to a 48’ or larger! Oh and by the way, I’m still married! Being one to not break tradition, the previous owner of
the 37’ told me that he didn’t tell his wife either when he purchased the boat! He’s still married also!
A big life style change for our family has transcended upon us for which we are learning how to manage our time while Sue is taking full
care of all the responsibilities of her elderly parents that have moved onto our home. During the holidays I completed our basement with a
private suite for her folks. We plan to spend as much time on our boat this year that time allows.
With many of life’s unexpected changes we vowed to not to put our passion of boating on the shelf.
After surfing for over five years on Craig list, Yacht world and the many other web sites, the right
deal fell right into my lap with almost little or no effort . What I am finding is that being part of this
boating club as many merits. Friendship, fun events and so much more. As I ended one of my prior
newsletters stating that I looking for a nice 37’……….If you know of someone that is looking for a
nice 26’ Tolly, give me a call!
Cheers
Mike McCormick
MV Alymicsue
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A Message from your Rear Commodore - Lori Potts
Greetings!
We are still a ways away from spring, and I am getting the “need to go boating” blues. I was out
of town when the Big Seattle Boat show was happening, so I didn’t even get an opportunity to
shop for anything new. Now you might be thinking that I am feeling sorry for myself, and you
would be correct! Ever since I moved to the Pacific North West, I have had this “need” to be on
the water. I am beginning to think I may be going off the deep end. I do however find solace in
knowing that I am not alone. I am a member of the greatest boating club in the Nation. And we
all love boating in our Tolly’s.
This year we have a lot in store for you! We are charting new territory, exploring new marinas and for at least one
event, we get to play dress up, which is my personal favorite!
If you have never attended one of our mini-rendezvous’, this year would be a good year to start. All are fairly local,
and they are a great way to make sure you have the bugs worked out of any mechanical issues that may arise. They
are also a great way to meet new members, reacquaint you to older members, and just get
out and enjoy our beautiful Pacific Northwest. I’d like to say that attending our mini’s, will
prepare you for our Roche Harbor Rendezvous, and it will, sort of! Our mini’s are smaller in
size, low key, just hanging out enjoying great food and fellowship, whereas our BIG Roche
Harbor Rendezvous is larger in size, not so low key, yet we still enjoy great food and fellowship! One very good reason to attend a mini is: Our mini’s are FREE! You simply pay for
your own moorage. With that, I hope to meet some new members this year, reacquaint with
my longtime friends, and have a very good Tolly boating season in 2012.

A Message from your 2012 Trustee - Mark Wilson
Changing of the Seasons
Since starting my Tollycraft adventure almost 4 years ago, I’m finding less need for a calendar to
mark the seasons. My year starts with oil and filter changes, followed by working down one or
more items from my long list of overdue repairs and upgrades. More repairs than upgrades, to
tell the truth. This is the Maintenance Season. It runs from the 2nd week of December to about
the 3rd week of March. That 3rd week of March is start of the Early Boating Season, kicked off by
the South Sound Mini-Cruise. The first cruise gives me a chance for some testing and an
opportunity to receive valuable feedback on the direction and quality of my projects. My biggest hope each year is
this early feedback doesn’t come from Vessel Assist on the way to or from the Mini-Cruise. So far so good.
A couple other Mini-Cruises will follow in April and May. More opportunity for testing and valuable feedback.
Usually by the May gathering at Bell Harbor I’m feeling mechanically ready for the big trip North to Roche Harbor for
the Tollycraft Rendezvous. The weather for the Bell Harbor event has been inexplicably exceptional each year,
giving us an early taste of summer. About this time I’m starting to get past thinking about being ready for the
Rendezvous, and begin thinking more about how much I really want to go. If the Maintenance and Early Boating
seasons haven’t been too traumatic, my first mate is probably also thinking Roche is starting
to sound like a good idea. The Rendezvous is the start of the last season of the year, the
Tollycraft Boating Season, which runs from the end of June through the 1st weekend in
December. That’s three seasons total, one less than the customary four. It’s worth noting
the 3rd season is the longest and most enjoyable.
I hope to see some new faces this year at the Mini-Cruises. If your boat is a little needy like
mine, you’ll find a lot of good information for your next project and always a friendly hand
there to catch your line.
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A Message from your Treasurer - Ann Freiberger
I don’t know what this time of year is like around your house, but I can tell boating season is about to get into full swing here.
Brian is planning every detail of the summer cruise – he is checking tides and setting up different routes based on the weather
and talking about what new marinas we will visit this year. Every year we have a plan for twenty three days and every year we
change it by the second day out of Roche – however, he is entertained during this rainy weather! I, on the other hand, after
missing a full week of school with the ice storm, am worrying about whether or not we will get out of school in time to get to
Roche before all the fun is over!
Between now and Roche, though, we have several mini cruises that Brian and I (and our family of pets) are making preparations
to attend; the South Sound Cruise to Dock Street will be here before we know it, followed by Kingston and Bell Harbor in short
order. We are looking forward to seeing you out and about!
It is wonderful to read my email or open the mailbox and get mail from you; there are many members renewing their memberships or joining the club, so my box is never empty. As the new treasurer, I am getting in lots of practice entering all the
information (which Bruce Wittman, the past treasurer, will tell you is a good thing!).
If you haven’t already sent in your renewal information, I hope you will put it on the
calendar to take care of that little detail this month; we don’t want you to miss out
on any of the fun the Tollycraft Boating Club offers!
I would like to publicly thank Bruce for all the help he has given me as we transition
this job. The treasurer is responsible for both membership and finances, so I had a
pretty steep learning curve; Bruce has given up three Saturdays to work with me and
make sure the transition was as smooth as possible. If you see Bruce, Libby, or Austin
around, please be sure to tell them all how much we appreciate the great job he has
done for the past two years as treasurer!

A Message from your 2012 Secretary - Stephanie Warden
I have to admit that our boat gets little attention during the peak winter months. Aside from running the
engines occasionally and using it as a floating condo a couple of times in December after parties at our
yacht club, where it is moored, our 34’ Tollycraft has for the most part, been ignored. But that is the
strategic beauty of the Boat Show in January! We spent half a day checking out gadgets, must-haves,
never-haves, new and old boating destinations, and of course, the brand new boats. After spending over 7
hours cruising the hard concrete floors of the convention center, we were inspired to go boating. That
inspiration has not actually translated into any boating adventures yet, but we have motivated to secure
summer moorage in the San Juan Islands, and have started to check off items
from the “to do” list that we made while boating last summer.
We are hopeful that this will be the summer with warm, sunny weather where we will be moored in
some beautiful harbor and comment that we are in the most beautiful boating waters in North
America. After a few drinks, we will amend that statement to the most beautiful boating waters in
the world. And that will not be an exaggeration! We are looking forward to seeing fellow club
members on the water in the coming months at mini cruises and elsewhere on Puget Sound. Now
that the Boat Show has packed up and left Seattle, it’s the official start of the 2012 boating season!

JANUARY 2012

1

Memberships expired on December 31st, 2011

SUNDAY

http://www.tollyclub.com/membership

Renew now for the 2012 calendar year
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Here is a list of NEW MEMBERS that have joined since November!

Boat Name

Member Name

Located

Length

SEA DREAM

Dick & Karol Cahan

Bellevue, WA

48

BEAR BOAT

Dale & Patricia Finholm

Bremerton, WA

30

SILVER DOLLAR

Ron Rickett

Seattle, WA

34

TBA

Burke & MaryJo Whitfield

Glendale, AZ

28

TBA

Jim Young & Linda Hill-Young

Bainbridge Is, WA

34

RESILIENCE

Timothy & Melissa Covell

Circleville, OH

45

KILLIN TIME

Mark & Ann Langlois

Sagle, ID

57

SOGNARE

David & Sofia Schaub

Kirkland, WA

34

Upcoming Events

Tacoma - Dock Street Marina

3/23 - 3/25

Well, it’s Spring time again and the first Tollycraft Boating Club Mini of the year is upon us. This year we will again be
visiting the wonderful world of Tacoma. March 23-25 we will be gathering at the Dock Street Marina on the Foss Waterway. This is a very nice facility right in the heart of downtown Tacoma, just under the stack of the Glass Museum.
We will be potlucking on the dock Friday evening about 6:00pm. As the weather this time of year can still be a little on
the cool side, this year’s potluck theme will be Chili, Chowder and Soup night. Get your best pot of fixin’s together,
whether they lean toward the bean, the clam or the ox tail, grab a spoon and come enjoy. Saturday night we will be
enjoying some of the fine fare of Harmon Brewery on Saturday at 5:00pm. During the day you can take in some of the
local sites and shopping that have helped transform downtown Tacoma into a great boating stop.
Be sure to register direct with Dock Street Marina for your moorage reservations,
http://www.dockstreetmarina.com/ , or (253-572-2524). They give a group discount if we have 8 or more boats, so let’s
see if we can’t all save a little spring green by having a solid Tolly turn out. And remember, if you can’t come by water,
the roads are just as good. Come on down and enjoy the company of your friends in the best boating club in the
sound! Please use the TollyClub website forum, http://www.tollyclub.com/ , to let me know if you’re coming so I can
have an accurate count for the restaurant on Saturday. See you in the Spring!
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Mid-Sound Cruise - Kingston Marina
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4/27 - 4/29

It’s time to start making plans for the Mid Sound Mini-Cruise. This year we will be visiting the Port of Kingston Marina:
http://portofkingston.org/facilities/port-facilities.html

http://portofkingston.org/images/guest-moorage/guest-moorage.jpg

The Port of Kingston Marina is adjacent to the well-known Ferry Landing and historic port of call for the Mosquito Fleet. The US Army
Corps of Engineers has designated the Port of Kingston a safe harbor during storms. I’ve never been in the Army myself, but I’m pretty
sure they would also say it’s great location for a Tollycraft Mini-Cruise.
Details will be coming soon in a Forum posting, but here’s a preview:
Right Now Today (Check your watch for the exact date and time):
Make your slip reservation directly with the Port of Kingston Marina 360-297-3545. Tell them you are with the Tollycraft Boating Club.
Pay for the 1st night. Don’t worry if your plans change. The marina will credit you for another stay if you can’t make it.
Friday, April 27th :
Arrive at the marina when you can. Hand me your line. If you arrive before me, please take my line. Stay out of slip 26. That’s mine. Say
something nice to the Catalina Sailboaters who will be sharing the marina with us.
5:00 PM Happy Hour: 6:00 PM Pot Luck Dinner
Saturday, April 28th:
Wake up when you’re ready.
8:00 Coffee on the dock: 10:00 Stronger Coffee on the dock
Check out the town or take a long walk. Enjoy the “Kites over Kingston” event at the marina. Stay at the marina and talk all things Tolly
and beyond.
12:00 PM Whatcha doing for lunch?: 5:00 PM Happy Hour: 6:00 PM Dinner at the Main Street Ale House
Sunday, April 29th:
Wake up when you need to. Coffee on the dock at 0800. Hugs and goodbyes.
Marina Layout Map:
http://portofkingston.org/images/pdf/pok-map-transient%20model-1.pdf
Your hosts for this event:
Mark and Linda Wilson
Questions: 206-819-8525

Seattle - Bell Harbor Marina

5/18 - 5/20

Join us in this fun filled event and plan on arriving Friday and enjoy this beautiful marina with the Seattle downtown skyline as a backdrop. As in the last several years we have enjoyed fantastic weather. Contact the marina directly at (206) 787-3952 to make your
first nights reservations or contact them at bhm@portseattle.org You must contact them directly to guarantee your slip. This
event fills up quickly so please call the marina early to reserve your spot. The marina monitors VHF 66A so contact the marina when
you arrive for your slip and they will have your slip ready assignment .
Friday: Happy hour and a tasty collection of potluck dinners cooked by our famous Tollycraft chefs. Bring your best dish to the event.
As in the past we have had plenty of yummy dishes to enjoy. We will have a few portable shelters and tables for the potluck. Paper
plates and utensils will be provided. Bring your chairs to line the dock while we enjoy the great food and catching up with friends.
Saturday morning: Relax and venture out to tour the Pike place market and then join us for lunch at 12:00 at Cutters Bayside restaurant just a short walk up from the marina. We have the large private room reserved where you can order from a select menu and also
enjoy the newly remodeled restaurant. Cutters is located at 2001 Western Avenue Seattle Wa. 98121 (206) 448-4884
Dinner on Saturday: Potluck held on the docks. Once again bring your best entrée for all to enjoy. We will be providing a nice assortment of ice cold brews direct from Everett Scuttlebutt brewery.
Sunday: Enjoy a fresh brewed cup of coffee and assorted treats before departing.
See you there!
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Canadian Tollycruisers Update

PRINCESS LOUISA COMMEMORATIVE TOLLY CRUISE
As you know, we are planning a Tollycraft Cruise to Chatterbox Falls in Princess Louisa Inlet
in May. Working with the BC Parks Department we have arranged for a commemorative
bench with a brass plaque dedicated to Tolly to be installed at Chatterbox Falls. So there
will be a ceremony to recognize Tolly’s life and the more than 50 visits he made to the falls.
We will also be spreading some of Tolly's ashes in front of the falls as he requested in his
Will.
Here is a rough agenda:
Tuesday, May 22: Participating Tollycrafts will arrive at Princess Louisa
Wednesday, May 23: Dedication of Tolly's Bench
Spreading Tolly's ashes in front of the Falls
TOLLYCRUISERS HOSTED BBQ
Evening BBQ - Burgers & Chicken & Wine SUPPLIED BY TOLLYCRUISERS
We would ask that each crew bring a salad/ side dish/ or dessert for a pot luck.
Thursday, May 24: TRADITIONAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST
DEPARTURES

CURRENTS AT MALIBU RAPIDS
MAY 22. Slack before Flood. 1358 HRS (1:58 PM)
MAY 24. Slack before flood. 1458 HRS ( 2:58 PM )

As of today's date approximately 20 Skippers have indicated they plan to attend.
If you have not been to PRINCESS LOUISA this is a great opportunity. In addition to Chatterbox Falls there are many other
spectacular waterfalls to see at this time of year. Please confirm by email if you plan to attend so we can plan for the dock
space and catering.
For more information email tmurphy3@ shaw.ca. Or call 604-290-7563.
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Established in 1998, our aim was to continue to service the
Tollycraft owners as well as produce our own models to blend
in with the former traditions of Tollycraft. We have the
26,34,40,48 and have altered the molds to fit todays market.
We hope you will enjoy seeing our new vessels, and also the
modifications we have done to some of the existing Tollycrafts
around the Puget Sound. Here are a few highlights of our
company. We look forward to providing our services to you
someday. Give us a call 360-756-0405
Happy Boating, Jeff Harman

Extensions

Hardtops

Poulsbo

Repowers

Custom Glasswork

Repowers, Arches, Hardtops, Swim platforms
Please visit our web site at www.oceanaireyachts.com

Visit us on the web
www.tollyclub.com
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Tollycraft Boating Club
c/o Ann Freiberger, Treasurer
11923 132nd Ave CT E
Puyallup, WA 98374

New Membership/Renewal Form
(or … renew online .. www.tollyclub.com)

2012 Tollycraft
Boating Club Officers

Name____________________________ Spouse’s Name__________________

Bob Erwin

Address______________________________________________________________

commodore@tollyclub.com

City_________________________ State_____________ Zip__________________

Mike McCormick

Phone#______________________________________________________________

vicecommodore@tollyclub.com

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________

Lori Potts

Vessel Name__________________ Model______________________________

rearcommodore@tollyclub.com

Hull Number (TYL)______________ Length_________ Year_____________

Mark Wilson

Would you like to receive information or special offers from our Club
Vendors and sponsors?

firsttrustee@tollyclub.com
Stephanie Warden

Commodore

Vice Commodore

Rear Commodore

Trustee

Secretary

It is allowable to use my email address

secretary@tollyclub.com

It is allowable to use my mailing address

Ann Freiberger

Treasurer

$70 First Year Membership - Includes Roster, Newsletters,
Name Tags & Tollycraft Burgee

treasurer@tollyclub.com

$50 Renewal - Includes Roster and Newsletters

pastcommodore@tollyclub.com

Send Form with Payment to:

Rhonda Peck

Tollycraft Boating Club
c/o Ann Freiberger, Treasurer
11923 132nd Ave CT E
Puyallup, WA 98374

newsletter@tollyclub.com

Brett Peck

I/P Commodore

Newsletter

